CHAPTER VII

ON THE ROAD BETWEEN FRANKFORT AND BERLIN

ONE result of the estrangement which arose between
the minister Manteuffel and me, after my mission to
Vienna, consequent upon the tale-bearing tattle of Klenze
and others, was that, as I have said, the King frequently sent
for me to frighten the minister when he would not agree
with him. In one year I did 2,000 German miles in jour-
neys between Frankfort and Berlin, ma Guntershausen, con-
tinually lighting a new cigar at the stump of its predecessor,
or else sleeping soundly. The King demanded not only
my views upon questions of German and foreign policy,
but commissioned me occasionally, when drafts from the
Foreign Office were laid before him, to draw up counter-
schemes. I then conferred with Manteuffel concerning
these commissions and my papers in connexion therewith.
As a rule, he declined to undertake to alter them, even
though our political opinions were at variance. He was
more inclined to meet the Western Powers and the wishes
of Austria; while I, without representing Russian policy,
saw no reason for risking our long-continued peace with
Russia for other than Prussian interests; and I considered
any steps taken by Prussia against Russia, for interests that
were remote from us, to be the result of our fear of the West-
ern Powers and of our discreet respect for England. Man-
teuffel avoided irritating the King further by a keener

advocacy of his own notions, or making Austria and the
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